Infrastructure and Economic Vulnerabilities
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Many Indigenous communities struggle Many Indigenous communities are located

with poor economic conditions that limit in areas that lack robust and redundant
their ability to provide adequate regional systems for transportation,

household and local infrastructure. For communication, water, and power,

example, an estimated 12% of
households lack a safe water supply or
wastewater disposal.

increasing their vulnerability to system
damages and outages that disrupt
businesses and incur high costs to repair.

Essential Services

Many Indigenous communities currently lack
adequate public services like disaster response,
policing, and health services that rely on
infrastructure and support local businesses and
economies. Climate disruptions to community
and regional infrastructure act as additional
strains on these services

Figure 15.2: Communities' economic potential and livelihoods rely on infrastructure and the essential services it delivers, and
many tribes and Indigenous communities already face acute infrastructure challenges that make them highly vulnerable to
climate impacts.# Indigenous peoples along the coasts and in the islands, the Southwest, and Alaska have experienced the
most extensive infrastructure-related impacts thus far (Ch. 8: Coastal; Ch. 20: U.S. Caribbean; Ch. 25: Southwest;, Ch. 26:
Alaska; Ch. 27: Hawai'i & Pacific Islands). Source: USGCRP.



